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10 years since his execution: Remembering Ted Bundy 


Œ Killer left trail through 
Utah and across nation, 
victims’ families still coping 


INSIDE: The only man to interview 
Bundy on death row says the 
conditions that influenced the killer 
are worse today/10A 


By RON WORD 
The Associated Press 


e heavy footsteps of 
emergency medical tech- 
nicians and the crackling 
of police radios awak- 

ened Susan Denton from a deep 
sleep. The horror of what she 
saw took several minutes to reg- 
ister. 

In the hallway of Chi Omega 
house at Florida State University, 
her friend Karen Chandler was 
bloodied and being loaded onto a 
gurney. Denton raced down the 
hall and saw another sorority sis- 
ter Kathy Kleiner sitting dazed 
on-her bed, blood pouring down 
her face. 

In another room, Lisa Levy 
was in her bed, splattered with 
blood. Someone had beat her and 
tried to strangle her. She died on 
the way to the hospital. Margaret 
Bowman’s strangled body was in 
her room. 

Ten years after Theodore 
Robert Bundy was executed in 
Florida’s electric chair, some 
whose lives were upended by his 
deadly rampage across six states 
recalled the sinister stranger with 
the engaging smile and magnetic 
appeal. 

Denton still quivers at the 
thought of the grisly scene she 
found in her Tallahassee sorority 
house on Jan. 15, 1978 — her 
friends clubbed with an oak limb, 
one bitten and sexually assaulted. 

“When you realize how close 
it occurred, you think why was it 
their room and not our room? 
You go through all that,” she 
said. 

The bite marks on Levy’s 
body were used to convict Bundy 
for killing the two Florida State 
Students, who shared similar fea- 
tures with more than 30 other 
victims — pretty with long brown 
hair parted down the middle. 

From Jan. 4, 1974, to Feb. 15, 
1978, the stranger called “Ted” 
stalked young women on college 
campuses, at shopping malls, in 
apartment buildings and grade 
schools in Washington, Oregon, 
Utah, Idaho, Colorado and final- 
ly Florida. 

“There probably wasn’t a day 
that went hv that I didn’t think of 
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AT TRIAL: Theodore Robert Bundy (center) sits at his trial in Miami in 1979. Bundy was convicted of three Florida slayings and executed Jan. 24, 1989. 
Authorities considered him a suspect in as many as 36 killings, mostly in the Noret 


hood liaison. 
Last victim 

It was in Lake City, Fla., mid- 
way between Jacksonville and 
Tallahassee, that Bundy’s last 
and youngest known victim, 12- 
year-old Kimberly Diane Leach, 
was abducted from outside her 
school on Feb. 9, 1978. She was 
brutalized and left dead in a des- 
erted hog shed. 

Six days later, about | a.m. on 
the morning of Feb. 15, Pensaco- 
la Patrolman David Lee spotted 
a stolen Volkswagen and signaled 
the driver to pull over. 

During questioning, the driver 
kicked Lee’s legs out from under 
him and took off running. Lee 
fired a warning shot, then a sec- 
ond round at the fleeing man. 
Lee thought he had wounded the 
man, but soon found himself in a 
struggle over his gun. He finally 
subdued and arrested the man. 

It was several davs before 





Police had contacted Tallahassee 
authorities after finding among 
Bundy’s possessions 21 credit 
cards belonging to Florida State 
students and the identification 
cards of four Florida State wom- 
en. 

“He was the kind of charmer 
that you would take home to 
your sister,” said Lee, now with 
the Florida Game and Fresh Wa- 
ter Fish Commission. 


Early years 


As a teen, Bundy was shy and 
sensitive. At a Seattle crisis cen- 
ter, he counseled the depressed, 
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the | the suicidal. He 
graduated with a degree in psy- 
chology from the University of 
Washington in 1972, designed a 
program for dealing with habitual 
criminals and wrote a pamphlet 
onra ipe > for the King County - 
crim commission. 

AH hough no one knows for 
sure how Many women Bundy 
killed his first victim is believed 
to be Mary Adams, 18, whose 
batte ed body was found in her 
Seattli bedroom on Jan. 4, 1974. 

Between March and June 
1974, at least five women van- 
Campuses and taverns 
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in Washington and Oregon. In 
July, two women vanished near a 
Seattle lake and a 17-year-old girl 
disappeared from her high school 
in November. 

Beginning in January 1975, 
four women vanished from Utah 
and Colorado. That July, a wom- 
an disappeared near Salt Lake 
City. 

Bundy was arrested in August 
and convicted in March 1976 of 
kidnapping Carol DaRonch in 
Utah. That fall, he was charged 
with killing a Michigan nurse in 
Aspen, Colo. He escaped from 
an Aspen courthouse in June 





1977, was captured and escaped 
again that December. ...........: 

And once again, the bodies 
started mounting. 


Confessions 


Bob Keppel, chief investigator 
of the Washington attorney gen- 
eral’s office in Seattle, spent Bun- 
dy’s final days trying to tie him to 
unsolved crimes. 

“There was no human remains 
found. We were able to feel he 
was the one who committed all 
the murders. He confessed to 
more than 30 of them,” said Kep- 
pel, author of “The River Man” 
about Bundy’s murderous odys- 
sey. 

Mike Minerva, who defended 
Bundy in the Chi Omega mur- 
ders, said Bundy was offered a 
deal to spare his life if he pleaded 
guilty to the three Florida slay- 
ings in exchange for 75 years in 
prison. He backed out at the last 
minute. 

“It made him realize he was 
going to have to stand up in front 
of the whole world and say he 
was guilty. He just couldn’t do 
it,” said Minerva, who works in 
the public defender’s office in 
Tallahassee. 

After 11 years of trials and ap- 
peals, then-Florida Gov. Bob 
Martinez signed the final death 
warrant against Bundy on Jan. 
17, 1989. 

Bundy offered to provide in- - 
vestigators with details on his 
crimes, but pleaded for more 
time, said Martinez, now a Tam- 
pa businessman. 

“We simply indicated there 
still were a number of days be- 
fore the sentence would be car- 
ried out and he would have am- 
ple time to confess to whatever 
else he had done if that’s what he 
wanted to do,” Martinez said. 


‘Afraid to die’ 


Bill Hagmaier, chief of the 
FBI’s National Center for the 
Analysis of Violent Crimes, was 
with Bundy during all of his final 
interviews with investigators. 

On the night before his execu- 


tion, Bundy talked of suicide. 


> See BUNDY/10A 
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Lisa and Margaret,” said Den- Pensacola police learned tnat 
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before she took a job with the the murders of the two Chi Ome- 
city of Orlando as a neighbor- ga sisters and Kimberly Leach. 
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> Nov. 24, 1947, Theodore “Ted” Robert Cowell born in Burlington, Vt. 

> 1965: Graduates from Tacoma, Wash., Stadium High School and 
enters University of Washington at Seattle. In two years, he amasses 190 
credit hours and a degree in psychology. 

> 1972: He takes job tracking habitual criminals for King County Law and 
Justice Planning Office in Washington state. 

> Sept. 1973: Enters law school at University of Puget Sound in Seattle. 

> May 1974, He leaves law school to go to work in Olympia, Wash. 














At our new Ogden Clinic location on Washington Boulevard you ‘Il find some of the region 


> Aug. 30, 1974: He resigns from Emergency Services Department, opa surge S, spec in the latest techniques in sports medicine, joint replace 
moves to Salt Lake City to attend University of Utah Law School. best orthopaedic ons, Spee eag d P J P 

> Aug. 18, 1975: Arrested in Salt Lake City suburb for evading police. and care of the musculo- skeletal system. 

Police found handcuffs, ski mask and pantyhose with eyes cut out. i 

> March 1, 1976: Convicted of kidnapping Carol DaRonch in Utah. a As. Eaa ti : E : 

> Oct. 20, 1976: Charged with killing Caryn Campbell, who disappeared These skilled physicians continue Ogden Clinic’s tradition of providing exceptional care to 
from a ski resortin Aspen, Colo. ` throughout the Intermountain region. 


> June 6, 1977: Escapes from Pitkin County Courthouse in Aspen while 
awaiting trial in Campbell case. Arrested 10 days later. 
> Dec. 31, 1977: Escapes from jail in Glenwood Springs, Colo. Travels to 
Denver, Chicago and Michigan. 
> Jan. 7, 1978: Arrives in Tallahassee, Fla., by bus. Rents room in 
rooming house and poses as student. 
> Jan. 15, 1978: Margaret Bowman and Lisa Levy killed in Chi Omega 
sorority house in Tallahassee. 
> Feb. 9, 1978: Kimberly Leach repofied missing from her junior high 
school i in Lake City, Fla. 
> Feb. 15, 1978: Arrested in Pensacola, Fla., after police stop him in 
stolen Volkswagen. 
> July 13, 1979: Sentenced to death plus 196 years for Chi Omega 
| murders. 

> Feb. 9, 1980: Sentenced to death for Kimberly Leach murder. Bundy 
marries Carol Boone in a surprise courtroom ceremony. | 
» Jan. 17, 1989: Florida Gov. Bob Martinez signs fourth death warrant. 
> Jan. 24, 1989: Bundy dies in electric chair at Florida State Prison. 
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Medical School: University of Nebraska 
Residency: Orthopaedics, University of Alabama 
Certification: American Board of Surgery 
Hospital Affiliations: 
Mckay Dee Hospital 
‘Columbia Ogden Regional Medical Center 
Mount Ogden Surgery Center 


Medical School: University of Artz 
_ Residency: University of Ari: ne 
Certification: Board Eligible 
Hospital Affiliations: 
McKay Dee Hospital 
Columbia Ogden Regional Medic: 
Mount Ogden Surgery Center 
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Brent Baranko, M.D. 
Orthopaedics 


hopaedics 


Medical School: University of Minnesota Medical School 
Residency: University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
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Medical School: University of Utah 
Residency: USC Orthopaedic Surgery, 
Los Angeles, CA 


Certification: American Board of Surgery | 
Fellowship: Shoulder and Elbow Reconstruction, 


apical Affiliations: 





Total Joint Replacement Surgery, 

Baylor, Dallas, TX ; | 
Certification: Board Eligible Ho 
Hospital Affiliations: 

McKay Dee Hospital 
Columbia Ogden Regional Medical Center 
Mount Ogden Surgery Center 
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Certified Gemologist Appraisers 


3920 Washington Boulevard - South Ogden - 627-0440 
M-Th 19-6 / FRI 10-8 / SAT 10-5 


John Skedros, M.D. 
Orthopaedics 


Appointments: 476-5100 
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Ogden Clinic accepts most insurance plans, including Medicare, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
a Algus, Mailhandlers, Champus, IHC Health Plans, UHC, yee many others. 
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The Associated Press 


Ted Bundy’s execution 10 years ago for 
the sex slaying of 12-year-old Kimberly 
Leach came only 17 hours after he told a 
psychologist that unless society deals with 
the issue of pornography that depicts vio- 
lence, “there are lots of kids ... who are go- 
ing to be dead tomorrow.” 


Bundy, who was executed in Florida Jan. 


24, 1989, for the slaying of Leach, gave his 
only death row interview to Dr James Dob- 
son, founder of Focus on the Family. a Cali- 
fornia-based ministry that later moved to 
Colorado Springs. 

In the interview, Bundy, whose crime 
spree allegedly included more than 30 homi- 
cides in Washington, Utah, Idaho, Colorado 
and Florida, accepted the responsibility for 
his crimes. 

But he said the violence-laced pornogra- 
phy be began looking at ın his pre-teen years 
induced some of his actions. He wamed that 
other homicides will happen “because other 
young people are reading the kinds of things 


Bundy faulted pornography for crimes 


“The primary message Ted wanted 
to get across was to warn the 
American people about the 
connection between violence 


obscenity and sex-related crimes.” 


- Dr. James Dobson, 
founder of Focus on the Family 


and seeing the kinds of things that are avail- 
able ın the media today.” 

Dobson said the country actually is worse 
today than a decade ago. 

“I think were more sexualized than we 
were then. Now we've added the Internet 
where any 12- or 13-year-old child with a 
computer and cheap modem and a high-res- 
olution printer can pull down the most horri- 
ble graphic violent images, and get them at a 
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time when they are very vulnerable to this 
kind of stuff,” Dobson told The Associated 
Press ın a telephone interview recently. :: 


“Were in worse shape now by far than 
we were then with regard to pornography: 
There has not been a single indictment of a 
hard-core or violent pornographer since Bill 
Clinton came to power,” he said. 


“The primary message Ted wanted to get 
across was to warn the American people 
about the connection between violence pb- 
scemty and sex-related crimes,” he said ~ If 
you look at the facts objectively, that linkage 
is simply impossible to deny.” 


Bob Keppel, an investigator for the state 
attomey general’s office in Washington, who 
was one of the last law enforcement officers 
to talk to the serial killer, said he believes 
Bundy used Dobson in the interview. ` 

“Bundy in that interview was a classic 
psychopath - drawing on every emotion he 
could to try and actually make whoeVer 
wanted to listen him, part of his fantasy 
life,” Keppel said. 
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From 9A 

“He did not want to give f the 
State the satisfaction of watching 
him die,” Hagmaier said. 


“We had some discussions 
about morality and the taking of 
another life and his concerns 
about trying to explain to God 
about his actions,” he said. 


After helping Bundy draft a 
will and letters to his mother, 
wife and daughter, Hagmaier 
said there was one more thing 
the killer wanted. 


“He wanted to rehearse his 
execution,” Hagmaier said. “I 
talked him through it, the me- 
chanics of it.” 

“I’m afraid to die,” 
told Hagmaier. 


‘Bum Bundy Burm’ 


The sun was peeking over the 
honzon on Jan. 24, 1989, when a 
black-hooded executioner turned 
a switch that sent 2,000 volts 
through Bundy’s body. His fists 
Clenched tightly, his body 
Straightened in the oaken chair 
and the life went out of the one 
of the nation’s most notorious 


Bundy 


serial killers at 7:16 a.m. 


As witnesses walked into the 
cold air from the stuffy execu- 
tion viewing area, fireworks 
erupted in the cow pasture 
across the road from Florida 
State Prison. There, hawkers 
sold “Burn Bundy Burn” T- 
shirts and gold electric chair la- 
pel pins. Dozens cheered when 
the hearse carrying his body 
drove by. 


Assistant State Attorney Bob 
Dekle helped put Bundy in the 
electric chair for the murder of 
little Kimberly Leach. As he 
watched the execution through 


the pane of Plexiglass, his mind 
replayed vivid images of ‘that 
Apnil day in 1978 when her body 
was discovered in the hog shed. 


“I kept recalling the sceneé,” 
Dekle said then. “I kept thinking 
that’s where it started. This’ is 
where it ends.” 5 


“I'm satisfied that it’s over,” 
he said recently, “but for some 
people like Kim Leach’ S dares Te 
it will never be over.’ 


Ron Word has covered 34. exe- 
cutions at Florida State Prison, in- 
cluding Ted Bunay's. 





